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THE following Sermon was in substance preached at St. 
Thoma.s's, Birn1Ïnghanl, on the cycning of the 11 th of February, 
1845, on behalf of the Funds of the Church Pa
toral-Aid Society. 
It would not have been gÏ\-en to thc public in the present shape 
but at the special request of the Clergy and others who formed 
the Congregation on th.at occal:5ion. 


Thc Author feels that it is due to those who have thus so 
kindly expressed their wish to see in print what they heard from 
the pulpit-that he should 
tate most explicitly that he can 
by no means certify that the following pages are identical, except 
in principle, with what he then preached; and consequently those 
who have requested it to be published cannot be held responsible 
for its contents. It was quite impossible for hinl to attenlpt to 
prepare this Sermon for the press until Easter was passed-and 
even now he has been constrained to write under many dis- 
advantages arising fronl parochial cares and public duties. 


...L\..nxious however for thc truth only-he conlnlits this Sermon 
to GOD, in the full conviction that the subject matter of it IS 
agreeable to IIis revealed word-humbly praying that it ma). be 
"accepted of Hinl"-and that He may bless it to the souls of 
lIis people, and make it in some small degree tributary to IEs 
glory ! 


CUELTENIIAM, April 8th. 18-1.j. 



.. 



PRIESTL Y USURP .A. TION, 


ITS CAUSE AXD CONSEQUENCES. 


JEREMIAII V. 30, 31. 


" A WON DERFUL AND HORRIBLE THING IS CO
nIlTTED IN TIlE LAND: 
"THE PROPHETS rRO}
nECY FALSELY, AND THE PRIESTS BEAR 
c= RULE BY THEIR MEANS, AND MY PEOPLE LOVE TO HAVE IT 80: 
U AND WUAT WILL YE DO IN THE END THEREOP." 


'rHES
 ,vord::, fornl a renlarkable climax at the con- 
clu
ion of a ycry fervid prophecy. J erelniah had been 
upbraiding the people in the Hénne of the LORD, and 
urging Inany heavy and grievous charges against then1. 
" 
 ot a 1l1éUl could be found a1llong" thel11, that executed 
judgnlent, or 
ought the truth," ---one such person 
should have :,aved the city! But they ,vere hardened 
under chastiselnent (v. 2.) "refused to receive cor- 
rection, and Inade their faces harder than a rock." --- 
The poor ,rere "foolish," "the rich had broken the 
yoke an(l burst the bond," they "
ere all idolaters, 
and luany were adulterers ; (v. 7---9.) "they had 
dealt treacherously," " belied the LORD," rejected the 
faithful prophcts---,vere ,v1.thout understanding---they 
had eyes and sa,v not, ears and heard not; "thi;:, 
people, hath a revolting and rebellious heart---they 
are revolted and gone;" (v. 23.) they had" ovcr- 
pa!::lsed the deed
 of the "oicked" nations around theIn, 
so that the LORD cxclaÏlned respecting theln (v. 529.) 




 


"Shall I not VISIt for these things '? Shall not Iny 
soul be avenged on such a nation as this?" .A..nd 'yet, 
after rcvie,ving all the atrocious criIlles of the nation, 
and the abolninations of the people---hcre is sOlnething 
adduced even more ëlpal1ing, 11l0re deplorable, morC' 
fatal---" A 'YOXDERFl:L TIIIXG," calculated to {lxcitp 
the deepest astonishlnent---" Au HORRIBLE THIXG," 
one that ll1ust call dO"'1 especial vengeance {roIn on 
High---and ,vhat can thi; be? Can any thing be 1110re 
dreadful than idolatry, rebellion, treachery, falsehood, 
adultery? "A ,vondcrful and horrible thing is con1- 
mittcd in the land---the Prophets prophecy fal:scly, 
and the priests bear rule by their Ineans, and 111Y 
people love to have it so; and ,vhat ,viII ye do in 
the end thereof 1" 
The fountains of instruction "
ere pollut{\d---no 
,vonder the 
treams ,vere fOtù! l'he sources of kno,v- 
ledge were darkened, it ,vas not surprising that igno- 
rance prevailed; lying prophets taught error---arrogant 
priests lorded over the minds of the people, ,vho ,vill- 
ingly sublnitted to the degradation, and ,vhat result 
could be (\xpccted ? 
The condition of Judah "
as laln(\ntable indeed at 
this period; but silnilar eyil::; are deplored by Inen of 
GOD in succe

ive ages of that Church. l'he prophets, 
it should be relnelnbered, ,vere the principal instruc- 
tors of the people---their office ,vas not Increly to 
predict things future, but to guide the minds of the 
people into the truth. The sacerdotal office under 
that dispensation, ,vas chiefly sacrificial, and inter- 
cessory; that is, the priests perforIned the offices of 
the telnple "
orship, offered Eacrmces---interceded for 
the people---and occasionally read the la,v: but oral 
instruction appears to have devolved on prophets, 
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and 
ccrs, and InCH of GOD, bcnt fì'oln tinlc to tinlC 
to the people. 
\.nd hcnce it ,va
 Satan's policy to 
ÏIuitate this sacred Inis"ion---not so llluch by sending 
prophets of Baal, or those ,,-ho openly attelnpted to 
dra,v the ppople to ,vorship false Gods, a'S by COln- 
n1Ïssiolling InC11 ,vho f:;hould profc!'s to speak in the 
name of the LORD, and 'veal' the garb of his 
ervants, 
while they prophecied lies, taught falsehood and error, 
and hardened the hearts of the people against the 
messages of the true prophets. 
This device of the "ricked-one is cOlnplained of 
by alnlost all the inspired Inen in successive ages, 
throughout that dispensation. " Oh! lUY people," 
exclainlcd the Lord by the prophet Isaiah," H they 
,vhich lead thee cause thee to err, and destroy the 
,,-ay of thy paths." And again, "The leaders of 
the people causc theln to err, and they that are led of 
thenl are destroyed."t " "Toe to the foolish prophets," 
saith Ezekiel,t "that follo,v their o,vn spirit, and have 
seen nothing; they have seen vanity and lying (livi- 
nation:" &c., and Zephaniah declares that in hi
 day 
"the prophet
 "ere light and treacherous person:,."s 
'fhe character of the teachers of the people in thp tilnes 
of the )lessiah has been fixed by hiluself---" they .were 
blind leaders of the blind." Thus 'Yas DOCTRIXE cor- 
rupted by the false prophets, and the priests availed 
the111sel ves of the ignorance and error ,vhich conse- 
quently preyailed, to ('s Ìi.lbl i::'!1 thcir o,yn influence; 
priestly tlon1Ìnation naturally springing out of fal.,e 
doctrine and the spiritual degradation of the people. 
I'he priesthood being then partly a civil and partly a 
}'cligiou,,; in4itution, ahsolute po,ycr ,,-as thu
 thro"YJl 


.. I"aiab iii. 12. t Isaiah ix. 16. t Exekicl xiii. l.tI. 
 Zephaniah iii. 4. 
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into the hands of this body; and h(HV grievously they 
abused it, and ho\v they tranlpled on the rights, con- 

ciences, and liberties of the people, every page of 
.J e,vish history declare
. Thus the degradation of 
this people became conlplcte---" they loved to have it 
so" ---both false doctrine and priestly dOlllÏnation agreed 
,vith a carnal and "
orldly heart---they pursued their 
gains, and follo,ved their l)leaslu'es, glad to leave others 
to think for thc111; and to be the keepers of their con- 
sciences and of their bouls. 
These things, ho,vever, conspired on bvo occasions 
to overthro"r the J e,vish polity---their religion, and their 
indcpendcllcP as a nation. "1Ynat ,,,-ill ye do in the 
end thereof?" Let the Babylonish captivity, and the 
second and more terrible destruction of their telnplc, 
city and country, yield the sorro,,
flù reply. False 
prophets---arrogant priests---and the poplùar degradation 
bvice contributed to over",
heh11 thel11 ,yith calanlÏties ! 
Although idolatrous cril11es comll1Ïtted 'many years 
before, were declared of GOD to be the renlote cause of 
the first destruction of J erusalenl, the proxil11atf' occasion 
of thåt cahll11ity was just this---that the people, instigated 
by the false prophet:s and the priests, 'YOlùd not listen 
to the faithful ,varnings of Jeremiah and the LORD'S 
11lessengers---but obstinately reiected theln and perished 
accordingly. And all ","ho are in the least acquainted 
"Tith the deplorable events connected with the destruction 
of Jerusalem by the ROlnans, kno,v ho,v eminently these 
::;anlC causes conspired to produce the same effects, and 
aggravated the unparalleled sufferings of the inhabitants 
of Zion :----the fanaticism of false prophets, and the 
intrigues of arrogant and anlbitious priests, cOlnbincd to 
madden the people, until they provoked retaliation fronl 
their besiegers, appalling to contenlplate. 
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l'h(' baneful operation of thc:5c principlc:s, so solclnnly 
clpnouncctl by the LORD'S prophet, Inight ea
ilr h(' 
illustrated at length, by carefully perusing thp 1Iistory 
of GOD'8 ancient pcople---but it is believed that this 
,,
ould be greatly to nalTO'\
 the subject. Students of the' 
univer
al history of Gon'
 church and peopl
 in all ages, 
and under different dispensation:" pursuing their cnquiry 
by the light of Holy Scripture, ,vill discover here the 
development of great general principles---the exhibition 
of errors ,vhich are continually appearing as the 'wheels 
of time revolve :---discovering thelllselvcs, it Inay be, in a 
diversity of forms, assull1Ìng a yariety of shapes, but 
ea
ily identified in their operations. Not in J e,vry, nor 
under the Inosaic ('conoluy only, did these causes produce 
these effects, but under the Christian dispensation, in all 
rountrie:, ,,
here the Gospel has come, the order ot 
decay, and the progress of error has been identical--- THE 
CORRL"PTIO
 OF DOCTRIXE, preceding and lllaking ,yay for 
PRIESTLY DO'IIX
-tTIOx---the PROSTRATIO
 OF THE )lIND
 
OF THE L-\.ITY follo"ring---and these united causes bringing 
ahout national, ecclesiastical, and poptùar degradation, 
until wTath comes upon the guilty church or nation! 
These are subjects ",.orthy of all consideration in the 
prcsent cri:,is of our o,vn church :---let us earnestly pray 
that they nlay no'w be so handled that slulnbering 111incl8 
nlay he aroused---the indifferent, a,vakcnecl---and honest 
and conscientious pel'
On'3 guided into the path of present 
c1 n t". . 
1. I
et us f'x.unine this quef,tion, ,vhether THE 
CORRrl)TIOX OI<' DOCTRIXE HAS KOT GEXERAI
r.Y BEEX 
TIlE PRF.CrRSOR OF PRIESTLY t:'srRP..\.TIOX. 
It b surpl'i
ing that any persons ,vith the Holy 
crip- 
hues in their hands, should either doubt the early intro- 
duction ancl diffu-sion of error in the prin1Ìtivc Christian 
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church, or that they should think it necc

ary to havc 
l'ecourse to the doubtful and conflicting testimony of tra- 
dition on the subject. 'Y]1Ïle yct the spirit of inspiration 
lingered ill the boson1s of the holy Incn ,vho ,vere then1- 
selves aInong the "foundation 
tolles" of the Christian 
church, erroneous principles "
ere extensively advocated 
---and both our LORD hin1self and his .L
postles predicted 
that inuncdiatelv after their de p arture false' and soul 
of . 
destroying doctrines ",-ould be taught and believed. It 
,,
ould be easy to establish this assertion by ahnost 
illnu111erablc references. Let thp testinlony of St. Paul, 
of St. John, and of the risen and glorified LORD hiIllself, 
suffice. "I kno,v," said St. l)aul, in his fare,vell address to 
the Elders of Ephesus---" I know this, that after IllY 
departing shall grievous ,volves enter in 
unong you, not 
sparing the flock. ....\..bo of ) our o"'ì1selves shall 111en 
arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples 
after thcIn."
 ....-\..lld the yenerablc St. John, viewing the 
condition of the church universal, not long before he 
tenninated his pilgrinlage on earth, te:stifies, " Little 
children, it is the last tinl(
: and as yc have heard that 
Antichrist 
hall COIne, EYEX x(nv THERE ARE )IAXY AXTI- 
CHRISTS, ,,
hereby ,ye Inay kno". that it is the last time--- 
they "
ent out fron1 us but they ,vere not of us,"t &c. 
And again he "warns the Church---" Beloved, believe not 
every spirit---but try the spirits whether they are of GOD 
BECA "GSE 1\fAXY FALSE PROPHETS ARE GO
E OUT INTO THE 
'YORLD."t Thp solemn addresses of the glorified head 
of the church to the angels, or pastors of the seven 
churches of Asia, as recorùed in the book of Revelation, 
afford the Inost affecting proof of the fearful progress of 
:fillse doctrine and the early departure fro111 the truth In 


'iio Actfl xx. 20, 30. 


t 1 John ii. 18-20, 22. 


t 1 John iv. 1. 
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:-\onlC of the 1110St di
tingui
hed congregationc; of thf' gr
at 
christian conllnunitv. 
And here it is 1110st important to observe, that the 
errors denounced in all in
pir('d scripture an
 chiefly 
DOCTRIX _\1., and have reference to the very fundaInentals of 
the faith---affccting th0 person and offices of CHRIST, and 
the lllode of a sinner's acceptance ,vith GOD. I am not 
a,val'C of any nc,v-testalnent evidence ,vhich proves that 
the Ininisters of JESUS or the pastors of the flock had 
arrogated to thenlselves any sacerdotal dignities, or 
a
sluned the qualifications of J e,vish Priests: it Inay be 
PREDICTED that they ,yould do so, but they are no where 
charged ,vith having done so: no,---DOCTRIXE nlust first be 
corrupted---error Inust be 
;dely disselninated---the 
popular car Blust become fanliliar ,vith departures froln 
the siluplicity of the faith, before the great Iuystery of 
iniquity can be deyeloped---the very essence of the 
super
titious priuciple---the tJS"GRP A.TIOX OF THE PRIEST- 
HOOD. 
After the departure of the blessed Apostles, and the 
cessation of inspiration---doctrinal errors multiplied sur- 
prisingly ---and ere long church history records the 
gradual l'ise of that ecclesiastical despotism ,,-hich ulti- 
Inately settled do,rn upon the christian ,,-orld. The 
student Inay discover, if he 
;n, the conteluporaneous and 
coincident gro,yth of false doctrine---alld the obscuration of 
scriptural truth and knowlcdgc---along ,vith the successful 
aspirations after power in the order of the Priesthood. 
The incipient principle of J udaisnl denounced by the 
Apostle Patù soon gathered strength; "THE CHURCII--- 
THE CHURCH," by ,,
hich Incn ,vere soon taught to 
understand the CLERGy---placed herself on the throne 
of CHRIST, and superseded the authority of the Holy 
Scriptures---extravagant notions of the sanctity of places 
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---of vestlnents---and of clnu'ch furniture, becanlc pn'va- 
lent---christian F
\.I\.IR
, inlpostors, and w"orkers of lying 
wonders abounded---ulltil the I>RIESTLY USL'RPATIO-S chose 
for itself a visible head, and presented itself to Christen- 
dOln---the very personification of the superstitious and 
sacerdotal principle in the person of the Pope! rrhis 
could not take place until doctrine had been effectually 
corrupted---until the lninds of the people had been 
blinded, and truth had ,veIl nigh been extinguished. 
Thus the "CORRT;PTIOX OF DOCTRIKE," introduced the 
" t;
T;RP ATIOS OF THE PRIESTHOOD." 
This was fully illustrated at the time of the blessed 
and glorious Rcfonnation. No sooner had the circula- 
tion of the Book of GOD and the faithful preaching of 
the Gospel, diffused sound doctrine, dissipated the 
delusions of ages and taught Inen that they ,vere respon- 
sible beings and must ans,yer for thenlselves at the bar 
of GOD---then the ,,
hole system of Pl'iestly domination 
"as dissipated as the de,v of the l11orning! rIhe doctrine 
of justification hy faith, exploded the priest's doctrine of 
justification by baptisnl---strippcd of the confessional, 
intercession, sacrifice, penance, &c., the office of the 
n1Ïnistry of the "yord ""as reduced to its scripttu'al 
character and dÏ.1nensions: and for a tilne at least, the 
superstitious principle ahnost disappeared. 
That this baneful infl.uen
e has again revived and 
,,"idely extended itself through our beloved Church in 
these last days can hardly be dcnied. It is a 11lysterious, 
undefined, ronlantic and rapidly progressivc influence, 
,vhich seems by some unconscious proccss to affect 
ill A 
IEAS"CRE AND DEGREE AIJl\IOST EYERY )UXD. Its 
unifornl and Inanifest tendency being to re
tore the 
rSURP -\ TIOX OF TH:E PRIE
THOOD! 
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It is iIuportant thcn to trace the origin llnd rlse of 
this principle. As in all other casc:-." it has bcen pre- 
ceded by a ""IDE COH.RUrTIO
 0.1" DOCTRIXE. Fift{'cn 
or Ì1,renty yeal"S ago such a feeling had no l'"\:i
t('nce, 
certainly no perceptible influence amongst us: the public 
n1Îlld secI11cd to be btrongly biassed by the very opposite 
tendcncy---to incredulity, liberalism in church lnatters, 
and contelnpt for all established religious custonlS. lnen 
it "
as that the Oxford T\"actariallS cOl1uncnced their 
baneftù labours: they assailed one fundanlcntal doctrin
 
of GOD'
 truth aftcr anothel"---they -laicl the axe at the 
root of the tree ",,.hen they attempted to deny or pervert 
THE RULE OF FAITH: teaching that the Scriptures alonc 
""cre not a sufficient guide or authority; and associating 
tradition, or the Church as of equal authority ,,-ith the 
inspired "T ord of GOD. The present design "rill not 
allow space for an cnun1eration of the particular link
 
in the grcat chain of corrupt doctrine that ,,"a:-., forged in 
this foundry of error: but it is ,veIl knO'Vll that those 
tracts are prolific in unscriptural stateluents---that bap- 
tismal justification---the authority of tradition---the 
duty of confession to a priest---the doctrine of 
reserve---the depreciation of oral instruction and many 
other collateral and dependant errors i
sued forth 
froln this SOUl"Ce; until the maximtuu of sophistry 
was displayed in Tract 90,---a theory 
ince praètically 
illustrated in the open avo,val of Popish tenets by 
persons still holding orùers and prefcnnent ill the 
Protestant Church of England. 
These opinions have bf'en diffused '''lth a zeal 
and ability, and at a cost, worthy of a better causp. 
and to their 'wide diffusion alone can be traced not 
only the Romanizing tendencie::, of some, and the- 
actual apostacy of others, but ,,"hat is 11108t to be- 
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deplored and dl'eadl'd that air of S1:PERSTITIOX ,,
hich 
luorc or less affects nearl r all persons! 
A careful peru:-;al uf any or all of the "rritings 
of the Tractarians, ,,
ill discoyer that as surely as all 
the lines in a picture, by the la"r
 of perspective, lllust 
tend to one point, so the speclùatiolls and practices 
of thpsp Inen all conspire to one reslùt, THE S1:PER- 

TITIors AXD 1;XSCRIPTrRAI. EX \.LTA TIO
 OF THE 
PRIESTHuOD. "Titness the revi yal of the sJstell
 of 
11lcdiæval architecture and church decoration! Their 
holy of holies---the sacrariunl-uthe sedilia---the exclusion 
of the laity froIn the chancel---the elevation of the altaI' 
and its adoring priests above the people---sacred garlli- 
ture---in all the abundance of its Popi:-;h details, to "rhich 
of latp the public Inind, has bepn specially directed :---all 
thes(' and such like practices and theories only tend to 
one object, the extravagant, and popish exaltation of THE 
HOLY CASTE! Hence the attclnpted exclusion of the 
Laity froul the exercise of private judgnlent in church 
Inatters---thp haughty tone a

lulled by sonu' ecclesiastics 
respecting theIn, as though divine kno,,-ledge, ,,;sdonl, 
intelligence, and understanding, were ulonopolized in thp 
sacred line, and "
ere the heir-loonl of tho
e ,,,ho had 
received "the laying on of hands!" The distinct and 
avo"
ed inculcation of the dogula that the clerg)" ,vith 
the bi
hOl)S are the Church---that they and they alone 
are to decide upon Dlatters both doctrinal and cerc111011ial 
---and that the very utterance of the Ia) voice is schis- 
Inatical, and a guilty intrusion into things holy---such are 
S01lle of the theories no,v propagated. The bare fact that 
such 1110nstrou
 clerical presumption as this is not put 
do,yn at once by the indignant voice of public opinion, is 
a proof of the wide-extended influence of the spirit 
of superstition. It Inight be expected that a 
 ysteln that 
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PPE.\REn to aggrandize the Clergy, dUÙ to illculcatt" 
pa.ssiye subIni:::i
ion to episcopal authority, nlight offer 
a too flattering tempL.'ltion to hUlnan nature in the clerical 
garb to be ilnulediately put do" n by the spiritual po,ven; 
---although the hollo,vnc
s of such abject professions of 
clerical obedience has since been sufficiently exposed by 
the reti"actory conduct of certain popishly inclined malig- 
nants. But we should have expccted that the childish 
absurdities of the decorati vc parts of the systcln, and the 
obvious popish tendency of the ,yhole, wOlùd haye 
a,vakened alarnl in the breasts of all Protestant layrllen, 
as soon as its tendencies ""ere developed :---but no---the 
religious atmosphere had becoll1e so gradually tainted, the 
poison ""as diffused "'Pith such subtlety---truth was so 
ingeniously mingled with error, fight and ,vrong ,vere so 
confounded, that the result has been a far nlore general 
reception of the real YIR us of the systeul than COlll- 
In011 observers perceive, or ""ill be persuaded to adn1it. 
But all this could not have been, EXCEPT DOCTRIXE 
HAD FIRST BEEX CORRUPTED! 1'he S'CPERSTITIO'CS PRIX.. 
CIPLE vegetates only in proportion to the corruption of 
the soil in which it gro'u"s---the aggralldizenH
nt and in- 
tolerance of the priesthood can be bOl"ne only by a 
people froln ,vhose eyes the truth has been ,,"ithdra,,-n--- 
or 
"ho have, at least in a Ineasure, departcd fro111 the 
guidance and sUIu'eUle authority of the ,,-ritten ,,"ord. 
And just in proportion as the mind is stored ,yith bcrip- 
tural truth---feels its po,vcr, and b cnlightencd, 
sanctified and taught by the Spu'it of God, just in 
that proportion ,,,ill it be cnabled to di"coycr the 
falsehood'3 that lie beneath this deceitful surface---just 
so llluch "ill it detect truth frolll error, the precious 
froln the vile---light fro11l darkne
s, and like the giver 
of that 
pirit himself---" it ,yill kno,,"" ho,v to refuse 
the evil and choo"e the good." 
B 
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It is no part of nIY prescnt purposc to shew the 
divine origin of a Christian ministry---nor to mark the 
just linlits ,vhich scripture and the Refornlcd Church 
appear to put to the exerci:::,e of it:s authority :---1 '\. 
aln not no'v called to vindicate an enlightened and 
scriptural episcopacy. I am contending against the 
exaggerated opinions so generally held on these sub- 
jects on the present day---endeavouring to prove that 
this is the real evil to òe apprehended, and tracing it 
to the previous departure froln doctrinal truth. And 
allo,ving me a personal allusion for a moment, I would 
apply to those ,vho ,,
ould represent lne as op- 

 
posed to the principlcs of the Church of England 
as they ,verp universally received and adopted ,vhell 
I entered her holy precincts, the language of 
the Apostle when opposing very similar errors--- 
"Are they I-Iebre"
s? So anI I! Ar0 they Israel- 
ites? So am I! Are they ministers of CHRIST? 
So am I!" Born and nurtured in the bOSOlll of our 
scriptural Church, devotedly attached alike to her sound 
confession of faith, to her scriptural orders, and to the 
simplicity of her ceremonial---I hope to liv
 and dip \ 
,yithin her pale :---but if th
 loyalty of nIY attachment 
 
to her is to be questioned because I protest against those 
,vho ,vould take from her the simple garments in ,vhich 
she has Ininistered for three llllldred years, and cover 
her again ,vith the nleretricious decorations ,vhich she 
then renounced---,vho ,vould again rivet the chains of 
priestly tyranny upon the hands of the Laity, and trans- 
forIn her lninistering servants into Popish or J e,vish, 
sacrificing and interceding priests---then am I content to 
bear the odiuIn! yea, I ,vould rather glory in it! I 
"Till only add that the ::\IIXISTRY ,vhich St. Paul comnlitted 
to Tinlothy and Titus, froln all ,ve can find in Holy 
Scriptlu'e, is as little like the pretended figment claimed 
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by the l'ractarians, as it is to the order that issues fi.Ol11 
th(' Vatican, or the rites of thC' ambitious bchool of the 
Jesuits thclnsel yes ! 
TIut ,ve hasten now to consider II. That PROSTRA- 
TIOY OF THE MIXD OF THE L\.ITY, ,vhich is the natural 
l.esult of the corruption of doctrine and the usurpation of 
po,ver by the priesthood. In the Iniddle ages of the 
church this prostration ,vas almost lu1Ïversal---haughty 
churchmen placed their feet on the necks of kings! Rome 
Pagan never obtained a ,vider sway, nor ever exercised 
such despotic po,ver as did Rome Papal! 1\len dared 
not think for themselves---the Clergy lllonopolized '\vhat 
learning ,vas suffered to exist---and the mass of the 
people ,vere the victims of a degraded, superstitious, 
corrupt and absolute ecclesiastical despotism! l\find 
became entombed in super
tition---and the energies of 
111en ,vere fettered and palsied by the mysterious 
invisible power that had gathered around theln and 
settled do,Vll upon thelll. Ages of corrupt doctrine, 
prepared the ,yay for centurie
 of superstition; a statc' 
of things ,vhich nothing but the revival, and restoration 
of sound doctrine could interrupt. "The people loved 
to have it so" --:they ,vere content to be saved by proxy 
---to hand Oye1" to the priesthood their consciences and 
their souls in life, and in the intenncdiate state, ,vhich 
they ""ere taught to believe ,vas purgatorial. The grand 
spectacle:s of a pompous and gorgeous cerclnonial pleased 
the eye---and the occasional 
usterities enjoined ,vere 
compensated for by the preceding or subsequent indul- 
gencies in all the pleasures of the ,vorld. 
In this state do those parts of the ROlnish ,,"orld still 
continue which have not been visited or purified by 
Protestant truth. In Spain, in Portugal---of course in 
the don1Înions of the P ope--- in South Alnerica ---and as 
B 
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grossly as any,vherc el::,c, I
 IREJ.AKD itself, the super- 
stitious principle..--the donlination of the spiritual po,ver 
---the absolutisln of the priesthood is still fully and 
perfect! y displayed. 1\lind is prostrate before the 
Church! The ,yill of the priesthood is the la,v of the 
people---passivc, unreasoning, ullmurlnuring obedience 
to the infallible injunctions of their spiritual guides, is 
exacted and obtained from a population into "Those minds 
a ray of scriptural truth i
 not allo,ved to enter; doctrine 
is effectually corrupted---the nlÏnd of the Laity is pro- 
portionably enslaved! 
That a state of things approxilllating to this could 
ever occur again in this country---or that principles 
in the least degree akin to these should ever again take 
hold of the mind of the people of Great Britain, ,vould 
a fe,v years since have been deemed chilnerical and 
impossible. That infidelity and liberalisln might have 
assumed a bold front, and carried a,vay Inany converts 
after thenl, nlight not have been deemed ilnprobable- 
/" but that in this great country, celebrated for thf' intelli- 
gence, activity and independallce of its inhabitants--- 
,vhere learning, science, intellectual cultivation, and the 
pursuit of natural philosophy and the liberal arts have 
greatly revived-that in such a country as this, and at 
such a period in her history as ours, any considerable 
portion of the people should sho,v favour to a system so 
foreign to our la,vs, our constitution, our habits and our 
religion, appears to be a thing \\rholly incredible! But ( '- 
've have not calclùated upon the congeniality of false 
doctrine ,vith the natural heart of man in all ages-,ve 
have not relllelnbered that the religion of sensation and 
- 
of yisi
 and tangible 0 bj ects has ahvays had affinity 
,vith the unconverted heart. l'he very austerities of 
such a syste111 are ,velcolned if they be connected ,vith 
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"orl(lly indulgence. 'rhe lent en fast, ho","ever l'igid, 
"ill he ob
{'rved by thousand:-" if you ,,-ill give thelll 
a carnival before it, and a Inaypole festival after it:- 
h THE ROY AI.. nOOJ{ OF SPORTS" anù "the telnptations 
of St. _lnthonv," arc Inore nearly connected than 
superfici(.ù thinkers llnagille. 
1'here is much too that is captivating to the' youthful 
Inind, especially in the adjuncts of the systeln, its 
subordinate decoration
, and in the nu:thod of its diffusion. 
Poetry, lllusic, painting, architecture, rOlnance, fiction, 
legend, geniu
, learning-iluagillation-cyerything but 
TRLTH-ha..., lent its aid to be,yilder and fascinate the 
n1Íllcls of too lnany ,yho ""ere ill instructed in the faith 
of their I>rotestallt forefathers, and little acquainted ,,-ith 
the ,yord of GOD. ..An education chiefly conver
ant ,,-ith 
heathen mythology fonned a poor barrier against the 
Christian In
.thology of the early Church: as the 
transition in those days frolll the ,,-orship of Jupiter and 
Venus, to that of the '
irgin l\Iary and S1. Peter, 
,vas not found difficult or rare-
o neither does inlagiua- 
tion find it ilifficult in these days to pass froln the fable::, 
of heathen poets and historians to those of Inen ,,-earing 
the n13sk of Cl11'istianity. Ho,vever this lllilY be, certain 
and lalllentablC' it is that the f'pirit of superstition has 
again enthralled the nlind:; of lnany, and those by no 
lncans the ullcducated and the ignorant. Laynlcn nlay 
be found of birth, and ::;tatioll-of fair talcnts, and much 
clùtivation of nlind, "hose spirits are to an extraordinary 
degree bo,ycd dO'Yll by cre(hùity and supcr:;tition. Soule 
eyen in profc
sions in ,,-hich th(' frce operation of the 
intellectual faculty is especially required-and ''f'ho 
display its po"yer in ordinary and secular afrair
, appear 
in religion to be palsied, and rendered 111entally ilnbecile ! 
not vCIÜtu'ing to think, or to reason-but bliucUy 
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Rurrclldering thell1sel ves to the guidance of the Church 
-TH.\.T I
 TO THE CLERGy-guidance ,vhich upon all 
other Inatters they ,vould l)robably utterly repudiate, if 
not despi
e. That thi:s prostration of the mind of the 
laity is the very 0 bj ect and design of the section of 
the clergy ,,
hose tendency i
 Rome\\?ard cannot be 
doubted-but that any educated laymen sholùd be 
,veak enough to sublnit to it, is surprising. 
It is ho,,
ever matter of profound thankfulness to 
Almighty GOD, that this disposition has not as yet 
appeared in the great body of the Laity of this 
country: it cannot yet be said by the GOD of this 
land-" :\IY PEOPLE LOVE TO HA VE IT SO I" It is 
confidently hoped that there is among the people at 
large a great body of sound, intelligent, scriptural 
Protestants-not a fe,v ,vho are nnbued ,,-ith those 
scriptural doctrines of evangelical truth frolll ,,
hich 
they "rill not be easily diverted. 
It has pleased GOD that before "this pestilence 
"yhich ,valketh in darkness," ,vas let loose among 
us, many holy men and faithful teachers sholùd 
have been raised up-our Scotts and 'T enns, and 
Sinleons, and such as these, ,vho for the last fifty 
years haye been inoculating the public mind \vith 
spiritual truth-the people have appreciated their 
labours, and thousands have laid hold of the hope 
of the gospel, received the truth in the love and 
po"
er of it-" kno"\v the joyful sound,"-and these 
Dlen having fed on bread, ,vill not be satisfied \vith 
a stone-having possessed the "\vheat, they \vill not 
be satisfied \yith the chaff,-having drank deep of 
the old ,yine of gospel grace, they "\vill not be 
satisfied ,vith the ne \v ,vine of R0111anislu-nor will 
they subll1Ît to see their christian teachers nlcta- 
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1110rphosed into popish prie
t
: neither in doctrine 
nor in ceremony ,vill. they ::;ubn1it to alteration, nor 
to tht-' inh'oduction of ancient novelties. 
IIad this poisonous u pas rfrce been planted in our 
land fifty years sooner, ,y hen priests and people "
ere 
too ll1uch alike indifferent, caTcle::-s, and luke,varn1, the 
results ,yould have been far 1110re terrible-but no". the 
antidote is 11101'(' ,,-idely diffused than the poison-ana 
as far a
 the great budy of the people arc concerned, 
little fear of thE' prevalence of the superstitious principle 
need be entertained. Far be it frolll any good luan 
to countenance popular cOlllll1otion, or to sanction the 
ebullition of ungovernable, riotous, and disorderly 
feelings-but all ,,-ho believc in the dangerous cha- 
racter of the evil in question, and w'ho perceive ho,,"r 
fecblc an opposition is offered to it by the Clerical 
body at large, must rejoice in ,vitnessing the cahn, 
dignified, and deter1llined aspect ,vhich LAY PROTES- 
TASTIS'l has assumed. "r oe be unto us, if this spirit 
be restrained or bricUed ! \V oe be lmto us if the Clergy 
range then1selve
 in an attitude of hostility against the 
people-an instructed, intelligent, pious, and protestant 
Laity-"who are a,vaking to a sense of their religious 
rights and privileges; and ,vho have been driven by the 
intolerance of a fe,v to exan1Ïne into these things, and 
have di
covered that. they So are an integral part of the 
bodr of CHRIST'
 church:-and they are now respectfully 
teaching the Clergy that though they may be the head, 
or the Inore honourable members, yet they are not 
the body, but only a PART of the body, ,vhich is CHRIST'S 
holy universal church. IT pon the ,visdo111, firlnness, 
discerInncnt, and consistency of the pious Laity, the 
safety of the Church of England, chiefly, under GOD 
at thi:-5 mOlncnt depend::;. Every bhade of 
uperstitiun 
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is discoverable in the Inind:, of the CIl'rgy-in ßOlne 
the obscuration is already complete, they have sub- 
merged under the ROlni
h apostacy-many others are 
TI10re or less clouded in their vie,vs on the subject 
of sacralnents and sacerdotal authority-the value of 
apostolical dissent, and the efficacy of the episcopate- 
the t.'1ithful and enlightened feel thelllselves halllpered 
in 11lany "\vays by difficulties unkno,vn even to con- 
scientious laynlen; and therefore upon Christian laymen 
the chief responsibility lnust practically be thro"
n by 
the peculiarities of th
 times. This ho,vever ,vill be 
further nlanifest by considering the stirring question 
of the text " "V IL\ T 'YILT. 1. E Du I
 THE EXD 
THEREOF ?" 
111.-TuE PERILS OF 'l'HE CH1:"RCH \.ND NATIO
 
I
 COXSEQUEXCE OF THESE THIXGs.-Ånd ,,
ho shal1 
venture to give an ans,ver to this question? 'Vho 
can calculate the issue of that strife of principle which 
IS now maintained in the boso111 of the Church of 
England itself? The prophetic spirit alone could say 
",,-hat bhall be done in the end thcreoÍ?" But this 
nluch ,ve Inay argue-that ,yhat has been, nlay be again. 
Such causes have produced such effects-sÍ1nilar causes 
,,,,ill produce sin1ilar reslùts! Look, ,ve then, at the 
past. Gaze for a mOlncnt on the land of the nativity of 
Christianity! Cast your eyes easÌ\vard, to the shores 
of the Leyant-Iet thelll "
ander north"rard and south- 
,yard. Contemplate the once fair surface of Asia 
linor 
-fronl Antioch in Syria, along the travels of St. Paul 
to the Hellespont-where are the famous Chlu'ches 
of SlnJTna- Ephesus- Laodicea, and their sister to,VllS! 
"There are those of Northern Mrica, celebrated for 
their pious and venerable bishops? l\Iouldcring al1udst 
the dust of Islamisln ! Decayed, faded a,vay, destroyed! 


\ 
\ 
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'L'he 
un-light of truth ha:-; set on thcIn, and ri::;ing upon 
U
, has left th(,111 in total obscuration! and ,vhence ,vas 
all this! It "
as nought but the corruption of doctrine 
luaking "
ay for the usurpation of the Priesthood, 
accolllplishillg together the prostration of th(' lllinds of 
the people, until error and ,,-ickedne
s F\O prevailed that 
GOD ,vitluù.'c'v ii'oIU theIu-took ,nvay hi$ truth-and 
there is the result ,vhich speaks to all who have ears 
to hear! 
'Vhy should not the saIne process tùtimately 
produce the sanle reslùts in 11lodern times? Is there 
not a general expectation alnong prophetical students 
of all cla

es that sOlnethillg of this kind is predicted 
in the latter days { Ho,vcyer thi:s may be, we Inay 
teach ,vith the authority of inspiration and of in- 
fallibility, that any Christian State or Church, ,yhich 
thro,\"s itself into the arms of Popery, must perish 
ultimately in the horrible elnbrace! If Great Britain 
descend from her high yantagc ground, and bit by bit 
deserting her Protestant principles, endo,v, cheri
h, 
foster, and by her GOVCrIUnellt uphold Popery-she 
is doomed-there is no escape-she is implicated in 
the "Plagues," recorded against that anti-Christian 
po,,-cr, and must share its destiny! If our Church, 
pm-ified ,yith the blood of martyrs, ,,'ho ,,'ere de- 
yourcd in flames kincllcd by the Roman tYl"ant, again 
pollute herself ,,'ith its abominations-she too ,yill 
be involved in the destined ('alanlities! These truths 
nlaY seeln as the l"Rving of Íc:'lnaticisnl to those ,,
ho 
are as littl0 acquainted with the 'V ord of GOD, and 
\yith the a bonunations of Popery, as ,,-e arc ,vith the 
nlysteries of .state intrigue; but their ignorance, in- 
(lifte-rence, or contclnpt, ,,-ill not alter GOD'S truth, 
,,
hi('h has ever been .-lespised and neglected by the 
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,vorld against ,vhich it tcstifies! 
Iay GOD in Inercy 
avert froIn our highly-favoured church and nation 
the judgments ,vhich they most righteously have 
deserved: and lnay He bho,v to us our duty in 
this important crisis! 
Passing therefore from speculations of the future, 
to the lugent responsibilities of the present-"
e may 
change the ".ords of the text a little, and give them 
a more practical turn. .. To GOD alone belongs the 
futtu'e- He alone can tell ,vhat shall be done in the 
EXD thercof :-but it is for us to ask 'what shall ,ye 
do no,v? \V
hat can ,ve, each one of us do, according 
to our ::5tation and ability to avcrt the coming dangers. 
OrR FIRST GRE iT DUTY IS TO LOOK 'VELL TO OUR 
O'\":N SOULS: no nlan "Till ultùnately ,vithstand this 
s,veeping torrent of superstition except he be strength- 
cned from on high, ulÙess his o"
n heart be fortificd 
by SOlUld Christian principle. It is not the mere adop- 
tion of scriptural doctrine, nor a quick perccption of \ 
error that ,,'ill save us, ,ve must be personally, incü- 
vi dually imbued ,vith the effectual grace of GOD-'ve 
must each and all of us be the su bj ects of true and deep 
l"epentance-,vc nlust have a personal interest in the 
finished ,york of CHRIST, by faith-,ve lnust ,valk ,vith 
hun in love, in secret praycr, in holy affections, drawing 
" 
out of his fulness grace for grar.e-daily evincing by the 
conforn1Ìtyof our life and conversation to his holy law, 
that it is indeed ,vritten in our hearts-such, and such 
only ,,,-ill be able "to stand in the evil day!" Their \ 
feet are on the rock even CHRIsT-and firmly planted on 
hiIn, they shall not be removed though heaven and 
earth pas
 away. 
But ",.hile our first and most important duty no,v, as 
at all tÏIneb, is to make our calling and election sure- 
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anù to look ','ell to the fOlmdations of our O'Vll faith and . 
hope in CRU 1sT-the peculiar lesson of the tinles appears 
to be this, "that no Ulan luuSt live to himself and 
no Inan nlust die to hinu;elf." The sel:fi
h principle is 
our great enemy-engendering sloth and indifference to 
the interests of others, anù of the country at large. 
Ien 
forget that they are citizens as ,,-ell as Christians-and 
that they ow"e something more than passive duties to the 
state-that by petitioning the legislature, and influencing 
their representatives in every la,vful and honourable 
,vay they are bound to sho,v themselves for the truth, 
anù to rescue their country from being sold to Antichrist. 
l\lany are hindered fronl discharging these pressing 
duties by the cry of moderation and expediency. Let 
it never be forgotten that there is the moderation of 
tinli{üty-the Inoderation of indecision-the 11l0deration 
of indiscrinùnation-aye, and the 11l0deration of TREA- 
CHERY too-and that not all are to be trusted ,vho cry 
out-" be cautious, be prudent, don't go too far"- 
,vhich often means nothing more nor less than yielding 
the vantage ground to the "
orld, or to the emissaries 
of the great enemy of souls: false prophets "crying 
1 h . " 
peace, peace, ". lcn t ere IS no peace. 
But there is yet another, and stillulore urgent class 
of dutie:s ",vhich press npon us all in tUlles like these-viz : 
THE YIGORO'(;"S SUPPORT OF ALL THOSE IXSTITUTIOXS FOR 
THE SPIRITU_\I
 BE'XEFIT OF OUR FELI.O'V CREATURE
 
".HICH ARE PLEDGED TO CO
DuCT THEIR PROCEEDIXGS 
t,-POX SOUXD PRIXCIPLE
. In the tinle of ".aJ.', any ship 
which will not sho,v her colours is dealt ,vith as an enemy 
or a pirate-so in critical times like the l)resent, it behoves 
all religious societies to let their principles be honestly 
kno,vn, other,yisc they "will be regarded as a "suspiciou
 
sail." N o'v the Institution ,vhich ,vc are this evcning Dlet 
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to support, has nobly unfolded hel' bannel', and honestly 
fought under it for the truth. 1'he CHURCH PASTORAL 
AID SOCIETY is silllple and scriptural in her object, and 
consistent in her 1110de of accon1plishing it. She remelll- 
bel's the distinctive characteri:stic of Christianity as given 
by its divine founder-" TO THE POOR THE GOSPEL IS 
PREACHED." All her cffort:s arc directed to benefit the 
poor-the thousands and tens of thousands of poor, \vho 
by reason of the Church's deficiency and inadequacy, 
have no pastor to tend thell1. IIer object is to 11lUltiply 
pastors, under the guidancc and direction of existing 
parish clergymen, \vho shall" preach the Gospel to the 
poor"-but her chief care is, TH -\'1' 'YHAT THEY PREACH 
SHAI
L BE THE GOSPEL. She is not, nor can she be 
satisfied in tinlcs like the
(', with the ordinary guarantee 
afforded by the discipline of our Church; ho\v can she be, 
,vhen aYo'\
ed Papist::; \vith all their rrotestant oaths upon 
them, lurk in her boso111 ? 'fhe least she can do is to take 
care that those ,,
hose :salary 
he supplies "preach none 
other doctrine" -" contend earnestly for the truth" -and 
" kno,v nothing an10ng the people but J },slJS CHRIST and 
him crucified." If any of her servants fail in this, she 
sill1ply ,,-ithdra'\
s her pecuniary support-did she do 
other\vise :::;he ,,
ould be faithless to her sacred trust, and 
to tho::,e subscribers ,vho support her entirely on this 
ground, that they feel secure of the principles of the 
agents ,vholn she elnploys. 
N or is the Pastoral Aid Society unilnportant for 
another consideration: it has honestly upheld the LAY 
principle in the Church: in strict accordance \vith the 
apostolic customs, it has from the :first enlployed certain 
carefully chosen persons (not ho\vever SEI
ECTED, but 
only APPROVED by the society) who have filled the office 
of scripture readers and district visitors, under the direc- 
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tion of the clergYlnall of the parish, assisting hiD1 in :;ueh 
duties as a laynulll can properly pcrforIn. Thc
e pious 
persons have been found useful and efficient auxiliarics 
to pastors "who are oycr"whehl1ed with the preSSlU'C of their 
spiritual charge. It need only be added that the funds 
of this adn1Ïrable, scriptural, and truly Church of Ellglanù 
Society, are not equal to the demands ,vhich are made on 
thcIn-several grants arc at this 11101nent ,,'ithheld fron) 
&OI11e 1110St neglected districts, snnply for this rcason : 
ÆQO,OOO per al1nlUn, is necessary in order to keep up the 
1)resent staff of labourers, and there is no,v a deficiency of 
XE_\RLY Æ3,OOO. 
If then "re value our civil and religious libelties- 
if "
e love the scriptlual doctrines, and prill1itive cUSt01l1S 
of our Church-if we dread the inroads of scarcely 
concealed Popery-if we "rould save our beloved Church 
out of the hands of those ,vho ,vould betray her to ROIne, 
then let us cheerfully and liberally give of our substance, 
our influence, and our prayers, to,vards the support of 
a Society so truly biblical, Protestant, and ellunently 
useful as that ,vhich this day 
olicits our bounty. And 
Inay GOD effectually blcs
 "our 'work of faith and labour 
of love 1" 
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